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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE
FOREST HILL DANCE PROGRAM

Welcome to the Forest Hill Dance Program.  We serve the needs of dancers ages 3 and up through high school. We believe our program is one of the best in Harford County as we provide a program with the emphasis on fun and learning the discipline of dance.  Our four instructors are skilled and dedicated teachers.   

Our program begins in September and culminates in May with a large end of year production in which all dancers ages 4 and up participate.  This is different from some dance programs that run for a session of several weeks and just end with the final class.  This requires a significant time commitment towards the end of our season and requires some additional costs to parents (i.e. costumes, recital tickets, photos).   Our 3 year old classes end with an in-studio performance for their families.  
All classes are held at the Forest Hill/Hickory Activities Center located at 2213 Commerce Road in Forest Hill.  We have two studios each equipped with dance floors and mirrors with wall mounted barres in one of the studios. 
Registration begins in July.  Due to the structure of our dance classes, registration is not available online.  However, a registration form and newsletter can be emailed or mailed to parents who can then return the completed forms with their payment.  We also hold an in-person registration night in September.  Parents are encouraged to register early through the mail rather than waiting for our in-person registration as classes fill up quickly.  

Great effort is taken by our staff to ensure that dancers are grouped together in classes where all can learn the same technique and choreography.   Dancers are taught the basics of dance which starts with a requirement for all to take a Ballet class.  We also offer a variety of levels of Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Modern, Hip Hop and Musical Theatre.  The majority of our classes meet for 30 minutes each week with some meeting 45 minutes to one hour weekly.  
 Here is a basic timeline of our season:
PROGRAM TIMELINE: 

(dates are subject to change based on facility availability)

· July

Registration packets are mailed to returning dancers
                             & open registration begins

· September 
In-person registration is held & classes begin
· November
Parent & family observation week
· December
Dancers are measured for costumes
· January

Costumes are ordered and invoices are mailed to parents
· February
Costume payments are due
· April

Costume pick up night is held & photos take place
· May

Technical rehearsals (2nd Saturday, Dress Rehearsal (3rd Friday night)
                              & Recital (3rd Saturday) 

As with our other rec council programs, refunds are not provided once classes have begun.  Parents must also understand that once costumes are ordered, payment is expected.  We understand that some children find they no longer are enjoying their dance classes and wish to drop out or a family may move after costumes have been ordered.  However, the costume companies from which we order do not accept returns.  Our rec council has paid for these costumes and thus must be reimbursed.   Invoices are mailed to parents in January with a total amount due which includes a nominal fee to cover production costs of the recital. 
Class time is spent on skills and technique.  In the second half of the year, time is also dedicated to the final choreography.  Mastery of dance technique requires consistent practice. Likewise, recital pieces require regular rehearsal; attendance therefore, is critical.  After January 1st, dancers cannot miss any more than 3 classes.  Should this occur, the instructor will use their discretion as to the dancer’s participation in the recital.  This may be limited or even revoked due to frequent absences.  

We certainly understand that other commitments and illnesses occur but remember, each dance is choreographed with each dancer in mind.  Each dancer depends on the other to know their stage position especially when there are partners.   If one is absent, they will all feel the loss and if the absence is frequent, it is difficult for the dancers to learn the choreography and it may need to be changed.  
All dancers are required to attend their technical rehearsals and the dress rehearsal.  To put on a great performance, rehearsals are a necessity!  In the past, some dancers have felt they did not need to attend rehearsals because they simply didn’t want to or felt they didn’t need to.  This simply is not the case.  Everyone needs to rehearse.  Again, we certainly understand that other commitments may arise in which case we ask that you please inform your child’s instructors so that we can deal with any conflicts on an individual basis.  

Our instructors and dancers work very hard all season to prepare for the recital.  Everyone coming to the performance is asked to remain for the entire show.  Although your child may be finished, the other dancers want to come out and perform to a live audience, not empty seats.  
Please visit our website to find updated news and information at www.foresthillrec.com then click on Dance.  

Pam Long

Program Chair

