Facilities Information for Managers and Coaches

1. Definition of FHRC buildings:

a. There are 4 different pavilions: Art Rutledge, Tennis, Osborne, Friends.

b. Equipment Shed/Umpire Shed – at the Complex.

c. Stone Shed at Complex– has medicine cabinet, incident forms, first aid, lime, Turface.

d. 5-6 Equipment shed connected to Activity Room.

e. Emergency Items: Ice, telephone in equipment shed/concession stand.

f. Restrooms: Adjacent to equipment shed. For 5-6, monitored use of the

    facilities in the FLES Activity Room has been authorized.

g. Concession stand – snowball tickets, bathroom supplies.

2. Supplies you will/may need to carry with you:

a. Hammer. Not always in all boxes. They disappear too frequently.

b. Measuring Tape. At least a 100’ open reel type.

c. String – to use as a guide for foul lines. Do not try to free-hand it.  It will be obvious.
d. Old milk jug or bleach bottle for making a water scoop.

e. Bucket to scoop water into.

3. Fields

a. Box combination – When you unlock it, scramble the combination so prying eyes 
   don’t see what it is. You will have to jiggle the padlock to get it to lock and unlock correctly.

b. If you leave the field, CLOSE AND LOCK THE BOX, even if you didn’t unlock it.

c. Contents of box – batting-T, bases, rubber, template, lime, Turface, first aid

    kit, rakes, field liner, hammer, 2x4, double-base for softball.

d. Do not let kids climb on backstops, fences or trees.  Get them down!
e. Do not practice soft-toss into the backstops.

4. Field Layout

a. Softball Dimensions

i. 7-8 and 9-10 – 60’ basepath, 35’ pitching, 85’ home to mid point of 2nd.

ii. 11-18 - 60’ basepath, 40’ pitching, 85’ home to mid point of 2nd.

b. Baseball Dimensions

i. 7-8 - 60’ basepath, 40’ pitching, 85’ home to mid point of 2nd.

ii. 9-10 - 60’ basepath, 46’ pitching, 85’ home to mid point of 2nd.

iii. 11-12 - 70’ basepath, 50’ pitching, 99’ home to mid point of 2nd.

iv. 13-15 - 80’ basepath, 54’ pitching, 113’ home to mid point of 2nd.

v. 15-19 - 90’ basepath, 60’ 6” pitching, 127’ 4” home to mid point of 2nd.

c. Home to pitcher measured from back of home to front of rubber.

d. Home to 1st, 2nd and 3rd measured from back of home to back of base.

e. Home, pitcher and 2nd base should be in line with each other.

f. Batters box is 3’x 6’, 2” off and centered on home plate for ages up to 10.  11-12 through 15-19 baseball, batters box is 4’x 7’.

g. Foul line runs from a line drawn from the point of home down the lines

parallel with the angled edge of home plate. If done correctly, these lines

form a 90 degree angle at home plate.

h. 1st and 3rd base are positioned in fair territory adjacent to foul line.

i. 7-8 and 9-10 Baseball uses the ground sleeve closest to foul territory for 1st base.

5. Preparing the field for a game

a. Using a rake, fill in and smooth the area around the batter’s box.

b. Fasten measuring tape behind home plate with a stake or nail.

c. Measure the distance to first base. Locate the ground sleeves.  There are 2 sleeves at the 60’         distance on all diamonds.  Softball uses both for the double-base, Baseball uses the one closest to foul territory.  Remove the plug and insert base.
d. Measure the distance to 2nd base. Remove the plug and insert base.

e. While the tape is in position, scratch a line to mark the front of pitcher’s

    rubber.

f. Measure the distance to 3rd base. Remove the plug and insert base.
g. NOW GO PUT THE PLUGS IN THE FIELD BOX SO THEY DON’T GET LOST!
h. Using measurements or a template, lay out the dimensions for the batters

    boxes.  If the box does not have lime, you can get some from the Stone Shed.
i. Using the field liner, draw the batters boxes.

j. Run strings from the back of home down the 1st and 3rd base paths so they

    are parallel with the angled edges of home and they form a 90 degree

    angle at home plate. Fasten the ends of the strings just inside the outfield

    grass.

k. Using the field liner and the strings as guides, lay the foul

    lines from the edge of the batter’s boxes to the outfield grass. Both foul

    lines should only use 1 load of marking lime, no more than half a bag.

l. Do not attempt to freehand the foul lines.  It will be obvious and a waste of lime because you’ll have to do it over again using a string for a guide.

m. When removing a pitcher’s rubber, do not pry it out of the ground. Use a claw                                                        hammer to remove the nails.

6. Tearing down the field after a game

a. Just because your team lost and you are in a bad mood does not make

    you exempt from helping with the after-game field work.

b. Remove the 3 bases and then dig around the sleeve so when you replace the plug, it sits 
flush with the concrete.  Replace all the plugs as a courtesy for the next team.
c. When raking the field, simply making the field look pretty by erasing the

    footprints is not enough. The objective is to fill in the ruts to prevent puddles, not make

    them look pretty:

i. Using a rake, completely fill in the ruts in the batting circle

    (dragging dirt from all around the batting circle), the pitcher’s

    mound, and the sliding pits near the bases.

ii. Dirt should never be raked toward the grass edge. Always rake

    toward the center of the base paths to avoid building a “lip” along

    the grass line. Try to maintain a “crown”.

d. If you are the last game of the day, dump your water bottles/buckets in the

  
    ruts that you have filled in with loose infield mix around home plate. This

    will help harden the dirt that accumulates in this area. Then rake it flat.

e. We no longer use tarps to cover the field.
f. Put away all bases, rakes, lime, supplies and batter’s box templates in or

 
   behind the field boxes and CLOSE AND LOCK THE BOX.

g. Clean up any trash left behind.

h. If you are the last one to leave the Complex, check to make sure that all of

    the shed doors are closed. Call Chris if they are not: 410-404-3145 (c).

7. Drying fields after a rain

a. If it rains and you have a game, get to the field as early as possible and get the standing water off the field.  The more sun and wind that contact the earth, the faster the field dries.  It is possible to turn a lake into a playable field in 6 hours if you get there early enough.

b. Get the water off the field as soon as possible:

i. NEVER push/sweep the mud into the grass.

ii. NEVER sweep the water from the dirt into the grass.

iii. Make a scoop out of an old bleach bottle or gallon milk jug. Scoop the water into a bucket and carry it away.

iv. For advanced users, you can try siphoning large puddles. This

works really well, especially on fields where you can fill a garden hose with the spigot in the Men’s room, stick one end in a puddle, and put the other end down the hill. Let gravity drain the water right off the field!  We also have a diamond pump in the shed.
c. Use three bags of Turface per field just prior to game time only. If it

    needs more than three bags, it’s too wet to play on. Turface is $12/bag.  Do not waste it.

d. Rake the mud and leave grooves in it to increase the surface area. Let the

 wind and sun pull the moisture out of the earth.

e. Just before game-time, add Turface and let it sit and soak up the moisture.  Then rake it.
f. Do not use Turface or lime for practice. If the field is too wet, practice in the grass.

8. Last but not least, if you need something, get it.  If you don’t know where it is, ask for it.  If the equipment is worn or broken, get it replaced.  If you can’t find a base anchor, measure.  You will find it.  If it’s too deep, take 15 minutes and raise it.   If you have a suggestion, make it.  We are very well-supplied with equipment needed to maintain our fields and are always open to new ideas to make life easier.

HELP WANTED:  Every year, we need to replace a couple of the batter’s box templates.  On the back of this page is instructions to build a very inexpensive batter’s box guide using PVC pipe.  Each one can be built for less than $10.  Batter’s Box templates in sports equipment catalogs that do the same job cost hundreds of dollars.  We need to replace a lot of these for this season.  If you are so inclined and want to help, please consider making a couple of them.  If you do make them, just place in the area between the restrooms and the stone shed and they will be put them to good use.  Thanks!  If you keep the sales receipt, you can be reimbursed for your expenses.
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3 FOOT & 4 FOOT BATTERS BOX 


10 & under use 3’ 


11 & older use 4’ 


Materials needed: 


3 - 10’ lengths of 3/4” PVC 


6 – 3/4” elbows (L) 


4 – 3/4” tees (T) 


PVC Glue
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Assemble on a flat surface.  Pre-fit pieces before gluing. When gluing work your way to the small section.  Forward think the next steps as to not glue a piece to soon.





L





L











7 ½ “





7 ½ “





T





T





 10 7/8 “





 10 7/8 “





3 ¾ “





3 ¾ “





Mark this end “pitchers mound”





Mark this end “backstop”





3’ batters box 


4’ batters box





Cut pieces of pvc this way… 


First 10’ piece 71”, 35” and 10 7/8” 


Sec 10’ piece 71”, 35” and 10 7/8” 


Third 10’ piece 35”, 26 ¼”, 7 ½, 7 ½, 


                       3 ¾,  3 ¾” 








