Baseball Frequently Asked Questions - 2012
0. When is registration for the 2012 season?  Mail-in and on-line registration begins January 1 by surfing to http://registration.foresthillrec.com.  Walk-in registration for 2012 will be Saturday, January 14th and Saturday, January 21st from 11-2 in the Activity Room at Forest Lakes Elementary School.  Payment is by cash or check at the walk-in registrations, or by PayPal or credit card on-line.

1. When is Opening Day?  

Opening Day 2012 will be on Saturday April 21st and starts with a parade, Opening Day ceremony, games, food, silent auction, and baseball and softball games all day.  Rain date is April 28.
2. When does Baseball play?  Practice starts April 1.  The season runs through June.

· 5-6 baseball starts April 14th and runs through June 16th

· For 7-8 through 13-15, we try to schedule as many practices as possible for the teams in the 7-8 through 13-15 age groups between April 1 and April 20th,, and these pre-season practices could be on any field on any day, based on field availability. As a result, most teams will practice on one random night during the week and two practices on the weekends prior to Opening Day.

· Beginning the day after Opening Day, games/practices are as scheduled:

5-6 - Saturdays at 9:00 mid April-June 16
7-8 - Wednesday at 6:00, Saturday at 11:30 AM

9-10 - Monday and Friday at 6:00 PM

11-12 - Thursday at 6:00 and Saturday at 9:00

13-15 – Sundays or Mondays and Wednesdays at 6:00 PM

15-19 – Tuesday and Thursdays starting in late May

3. Where do we play?


The Forest Hill Rec Complex, FLES, FHES, Friends Park, Board of Education Field.

4. How can I stay up-to-date with news, game cancellations, and events?


See the Forest Hill Baseball website:    http://www/foresthillbaseball.com 
Sign up for the Baseball Mailing List: 

http://foresthillbaseball.us2.listmanage.com/subscribe/post?u=a31cc66510e04ebbe8b107f77&id=5e83d2e2a1
5. What is the age cut off date?     April 30, 2012.

6. What do I need to fill out in order to participate?


All players must fill out a registration form – one per child.


All players, parents and coaches must sign the team’s concussion information packet.

All coaches must complete a “Manager/Coaches Volunteer” form 

All coaches must submit a background check form.
Other volunteers must fill out a regular volunteer form

All coaches and parents must read, understand and agree to abide by the Code of Conduct form.

7. Can my child play-up to a different age group?  

Parents of 6, 8, 10 and 12 year-olds may request their children to play-up to the next in-house age group when registering in January.  Potential play-ups must be evaluated in mid-February at an indoor evaluation session.  Players registered after the play-up evaluations in February will not be allowed to play up.   Play-ups will be strictly evaluated.  Only those players deemed to be “competitive” in the new age group will be allowed to play up, and only if space in that age group allows.  Just because a player has already played two years in an age group does not automatically qualify him to play up – he must be evaluated and demonstrate that he will be competitive in the higher age group.  See the Play-up policy available on the web site.

All 6 year-olds desiring to play-up to the 7-8 age group must also be evaluated at an evaluation session in mid-February.   Like the older age groups, in order for 6 year-olds to play-up, there must be space available in the 7-8 program, 6 year-olds must demonstrate the proper maturity level and must possess the fundamental baseball skills that are taught in our 5-6 program.  They will no longer be automatically waived into 7-8 upon parental request.  Players registered after the play-up evaluations in February will not be allowed to play up.

8. When/how are the in-house teams picked?

Players are drafted to teams in an effort to evenly distribute the levels of talent across the league during the third weekend in March.  Players will be notified of their teams, coaches and schedules shortly thereafter.

9.  When are the season-ending in-house tournaments?

The 9-10 and 11-12 in-house tournaments begin around June 11th 2012 and can run as late as June 22nd.   The season ends with the All-Star games in late June, complete with a homerun-hitting contest.

12.  How can I earn some money?**
You can be an umpire!  Umpires must be at least 14 years of age before they can start umpiring and must attend the umpire training classes and complete a contractor form.   Parents and coaches are encouraged to be umpires, too!  Sign-ups for the March training occur in January at the Baseball walk-in registration location.
You can be a scoreboard operator!  Operators must be at least 14 and must be able to concentrate on the game in be accurate when operating the board.  There will be a limited number of openings for scoreboard operators, and potential operators can sign up at the walk-in registrations in January or by sending cbenjes@comcast.net an e-mail.

**Note, youths are eligible to be paid for umpiring and scoreboard operation, but adults with children in the program are considered volunteers and will not be paid for their service, but will get a huge Thank You from the players and coaches.
13.  What is the 5-6 baseball program about?

The 5-6 baseball program meets on Saturdays from mid-April through June from 9:00 to 10:30.  The field is laid out with multiple stations where teams learn and practice different fundamental baseball skills every week.  As their skills develop throughout the season, the players visit stations that change from week to week.  Eventually, many of the stations change to “game scenarios” where the players use the skills that they have learned in a structured baseball game against other teams from the program.  The season ends with a trophy presentation and pizza party.

14. How is Forest Hill’s 7-8 program different from many others?

This year we will continue our 7-8 program which divides the players into 2 age groups.  The 7 year-olds will focus on learning and refining the skills of the game, sort of an extension of the 5-6 program, except played on the baseball diamonds.  As the season (and their skills) progress, they will start to play more games in addition to working on skills.  Splitting the age group will then allow the 8 year-olds to concentrate more on preparation for the 9-10 league, where they will face more live pitching in addition to working on baseball skills and scenarios and playing games.

15.  Where do our 13-15 teams play?

Our 13-15 teams participate in the Bel Air/Forest Hill/Hickory league and play their games at the Complex and the other Rec Council fields throughout Harford County.

16.  How can I be a manager/coach/age group director/umpire/volunteer?  

Fill out a coach’s application, send it in by Feb 1, come to the baseball meetings on the 2nd Monday of each month from November through April, and sign up at the “volunteer” table at Registration.  Meetings in January, February and March are mandatory for managers. 
Managers, coaches, and age group directors must also complete a background check form every two years and have it returned successfully before they will be allowed to coach.

17. When/What are Travel tryouts?

Forest Hill Baseball Travel teams are selected though competitive tryouts from the best players registered in our Rec League.  Our travel teams play against other Rec Council’s Travel teams on weekends from March through June and enter a number of tournaments.  The 12U Travel team raises funds to sponsor a trip to Cooperstown Dreams Park in July of each year.  

Harford County Rec Council rules dictate that no baseball travel tryouts for ANY Rec Council may begin until February 1st.  Sign-ups for travel tryouts are during baseball registration in January.  Forest Hill Travel tryouts are scheduled for the first weekends of February.  See the website for details.

18. What about Fall Baseball?

Forest Hill is affiliated with two different Fall baseball leagues.  Our Rec-league is part of the North Harford Fall Baseball League (NHFBL).  This is a non-competitive league where players sign up in May and are assigned to a fall team that starts practicing in August.  For this league, age groups are determined by what the child will play NEXT spring.

Forest Hill also places teams in Baltimore County Major League.  This is a competitive league similar to our spring travel program where players try out for the team in early July.  Age determination for this age group is based on what the child played in spring of this year.

Preference for selection to Fall Baseball teams will be given to players who participated in our Spring baseball program first.  It is important to register for Fall Ball early in May, as each year we have a waiting list and have to disappoint some kids who signed up late and could not be placed on a team..
All games are on Sundays from late August through October.  Fees vary according to league and age group.
19. What is the Storm?
The Storm is a division of Forest Hill Baseball that fields club teams that participate in the Baltimore – Metro Baseball League and independent tournaments locally and out-of-state.  Baltimore – Metro Baseball is the premier independent amateur baseball league in Maryland.  Formed in 1977, BMB has grown to be one of the most successful baseball programs in the Country and Forest Hill is proud to field Storm teams in the 11U through 19U age groups.  Storm tryouts are in late summer, and teams practice together throughout the winter in preparation for their Spring season that begins in March.

20. What about the 15-19 league?

The "Forest Hill High School League" will consist of 2 separate divisions - 15-16 and 17-19.   These teams will play in Harford County Travel Baseball's High School League against teams from Harford, Cecil & Baltimore Counties and southern Pennsylvania.  

 

Games will be played on 90' diamonds on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  The season will run from mid-May into July to accommodate players that also play on their high school teams, with the Championship and All-Star games scheduled for mid-July.  
 

Players who are 15 through 19 on April 30th, 2012 would be eligible to try out for this league.

(IMPORTANT ONLY FOR PLAYERS WHO WILL BE 15 IN 2012:  Great news for players who are 15 as of April 30, 2012.  You have your choice of two leagues - you can either register for the traditional 13-15 rec league which plays on an 80' diamond on Mondays and Wednesdays like last year, or you can sign up to try out for the new High School League that we are introducing here.   I recommend that if you are officially 15 for 2012 and think you may want to tryout for the 15-19 league, you also register for our 13-15 league, too.  That way, you are guaranteed to play baseball in at least one of the age groups.  Fees will be refunded for whichever league you choose not to play.  You can even do both leagues if you want.  That's a lot of baseball, though.   )
 

Registration for tryouts for our High School League teams will occur in January during normal baseball registration times, indoor workouts may be held through February, outdoor tryouts will be held in early March (whenever it warms up and we can get outside) and team selection will happen shortly after.  This new league falls under the umbrella of Harford County Travel Baseball (HCTB) and is open to all for competitive tryouts.  Cost to play is TBD, based on number of games and other factors.  There is an initial registration deposit fee of $250 due at the time of sign-up which will be returned for those not making a team.  (This check will not be cashed unless you make the team.)   The final cost will be dependent on costs, league fees, uniforms and number of games scheduled.

  

Some folks are also concerned that the old 15-19 league has moved away from the pay-and-play method of team selection.  Not true.  Team selections for ages 15-19 has always been by competitive tryout.  We select teams based on tryouts at this level for several important reasons:  First, the safety factor....  We want to make sure that our players have enough skill and baseball knowledge to avoid being injured.  Second, teams in this league has always been rather competitive and are usually composed of JV and Varsity players from the area high schools.  So in order to compete in this league, we have to make sure that our players can handle the competition and have parity with the other teams.   Third, it becomes a numbers game when selecting teams....  Everyone surely can understand that if a total of 18 boys register for tryouts, it isn't feasible or fair to put all 18 players on the team.  After selecting a team of 12 or 13 players, there simply aren't enough players to form an additional team.  So what we must do is select the best players for the team and then we recommend the others to nearby rec councils so they can fill up their teams with decent players, too.
 

Our High School Baseball program also sponsors a Spring Training Camp on Saturday evenings in March where the players teach baseball skills to kids ages 5 through 12.  This camp is a fund raiser that offsets the cost of the playing fees.
